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" SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 232,605, dated September 28, 1880,

Application filed June 12, 1830.
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Be it known that I, HENRY 8. FOSTER, of
Union City, in the county of Randolph and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Bosom-Boards;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings,and to letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
shirt-front and ironing boards, and is designed
to provide an article of this character which
shall at once be simple and easy of construc-
tion, practical and efficient in operation, and
which may be supplied to the trade at.a slight
initial cost.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain details of construction and com-
binations of parts, as will be hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of my improvement with the parts
in position as when in use, and Fig.2is a view
in side elevation.

A représents the body of the board, which
is provided with an ironing-pad and covered
with any cloth of strong texture. This cloth
is drawn over the edges a a of the board,which
edges are slightly beveled, and tacked to the
sides of the board b . The lower end, B, of
the board is formed rounded, and is- likewise
padded and covered with cloth, the padding
here acting as a spring in conjunction with. the
spring retaining device,to be hereinafter de-
scribed. In a simpler construction of bosow-
board this pad may alone suffice as the spring,
the retaining device being formed without the
spring mechanism. - The reverse side of the

‘board, which is exactly similar in shape to the

padded front, is either given a very hard high
polish, if the character of the wood will per-
mit, or provided with a hard-papér surface, of
Brlstol board or its equivalent.

It is designed to iron the bosom on the pad-
ded surface, and then give it the final glossor
polish on tlie smooth reverse surface.

C represents theneck of the ironing or bosom
board, over which theshirt is passed and drawn
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in place to be secured and ironed. Disahole
in the same, by which the board may be hung

upon the wall and out of the way when not in

use. i

E is a spring secured to the upper and
rounded portion of the neck-piece by three
screws, ¢ e ¢, said spring projecting laterally

on either side from the neck-piece and bent.

outwardly at each end. - This spring holds the
shirt-band in position, and also operates to lat-
erally stretch the upper portion of the bosom,
thereby avoiding any tendency to ¢ full,” which
so often interferes with the neat and success-
ful ironing of a shirt-bosom. In addition to

‘this, it also exerts a self-adjusting lengthwise

tension on the bosom, holding it taut, and ex-
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erting a constant foree to remove wrinkles and -

credses that may beformed in the bosom during
theprocess of ironing, thereby saving theironer
from the necessity of frequently stopping to
stretch and pull the bosom free from wrinkles.

The shirt is secured and held on the board by
a spring retaining device, T, which consists of
apieceof wood, F, equalinlength to the breadth
of the board, and provided with the metallic
strip G, Whl(,h is secured to its outside edge,
the endb ff" of which metallic strip are pivoted
to the sides b b of the board, at the pointsc ¢,
by the pivots H H’. The ends of the metallic
strip G, through which the pivots I H’ pass,
are longitudinally slotted, allowing a slight
longitudinal movement on the pivots through
which the springs I T act. Said springs are
designed to hold the piece F tightly up against
the rounded end of the board. Oneend of the
springs is secured to pin, f”, in the end of
the piece F, and the other end to the pivots H
H. When the piece F is pressed down, as in
actual use, the slotted ends of the 1n<,tdlhc strip
G slip on the pivots H H, thereby allowing
the retaining-piece F to come in the same plane
with the surfuce of the board, and is retained
in this position by the springs I I. The whole
retaining device, consisting of the end piece,
nietallic strip, and springs, has a free pivotal
movement on the pivots H H’, and may be
raised above or thrust under the board as con-
venience may dictate.

The anxiliary devices attached to my bosom-
board do not in any way unfit it for use as a
board on which to iron small articles, as col-
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lars and cuffs, and, indeed, from its size and |

lightness and the reverse glossing-surface, it is
especially adapted for such purposes.

I would have it understood that I do not
limit myself to any particular form of construe-
tion or combination of parts, but hold myself
at liberty to make such slight changes and al-
terations as are within the spirit and scope of
my invention.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a bosom-board, the combination, with a

retaining device and slotted metallie strips, of
springs on either side, one end of said springs 15
being secured to the pivot on which the metal-
lic strip has movement, and the other end to a
pin in the end of the retaining-piece, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I zo
have hereunto set my hand this 7th day of
June, 1880.

HENRY 8. FOSTER.

Witnesses:

MADISON A. HARLAN,
Dicx JAMES.



